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(Oslo, 25 September 2021) - Today, the Finals of the 2021 Meltwater Champions Chess Tour was opened in Oslo, Norway to

crown the world’s strongest player over the course of a full season of online chess for the first time in history.

“The first season of the Tour has been a remarkable experience. What started as an initiative to drive activity and attention

to chess during the Covid-19 lockdown in the spring of 2020 is now established as a huge success for the sport, its players,

and the chess community,” said Andreas Thome, CEO of Play Magnus Group.

44 of the world’s best chess players, representing 18 different countries, took part in the competition, and reached a

growing audience, with more than 100 million live views and over 27 million hours watched on online streaming platforms.

The Tour has fueled the popularity of chess in numerous ways. According to Meltwater, a leading global provider of media

intelligence and social engagement, the Tour has created significant engagement in the chess community with over 160K

mentions on news and social achieving a reach of over 32B views. The Tour has also contributed to raising the popularity of

participating players. Magnus Carlsen drew the most mentions on news and social media with 43% of the share of voice

throughout the season, however exposure for all players grew significantly throughout the season with an increase in

mentions on news and social media of 132% for Magnus Carlsen, 305% for Wesley So, and 156% for Anish Giri.

“Chess is one of the most popular sports in the world and is truly global. Still, chess is vastly underdeveloped as a spectator

sport. We are building chess into a world-leading eSport and we aspire for the Meltwater Champions Chess Tour to be for

chess what Formula 1 is for racing or the PGA Tour is for golf,” Andreas Thome said.

The Tour has attracted a significant number of commercial partners, of which the most recently announced is Mastercard.

Others include Skilling, Airthings, Opera, Julius Baer, FTX, Goldmoney, Breakthrough, Aker BioMarine and MPL. 

“Play Magnus Group is driving innovation to bring chess into the future. In addition to the Meltwater Champions Chess Tour

and the Julius Baer Challengers Chess Tour we are starting to expand into regions, and into cutting-edge verticals. We have

already announced the Indian Chess Tour in partnership with MPL. We are also embracing the latest innovation in sports,

namely non fungible tokens (NFTs). The winner of the Tour crowned in the upcoming Finals will receive the first NFT trophy in

chess, and the world’s chess fans will have a chance to win unique NFTs in an auction or through collecting,” said Andreas

Thome.

The Finals of the 2021 Meltwater Champions Chess Tour will see Magnus Carlsen, Hikaru Nakamura, Wesley So and the

world’s best chess players face off across nine rounds of rapid chess from September 25th to October 4th. Tune in on 

www.chess24.com, YouTube or Twitch starting at 17:00 CET each day.
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About Play Magnus AS

Play Magnus Group is a global leader in the chess industry focused on providing premier digital experiences for millions of

chess players and students. The company offers elearning and entertainment services via its market leading brands:

chess24, Chessable, iChess, New In Chess, Everyman Chess, Silver Knights, CoChess, Aimchess, the Play Magnus App Suite,

and the Meltwater Champions Chess Tour. The Group's mission is to grow chess to make the world a smarter place by

encouraging more people to play, watch, study, and earn a living from chess.

Play Magnus Group is listed on Euronext Growth Oslo under the ticker PMG. For more information visit pmg.me.
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