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	High-level launch event of the 2026 GEM Report on access and equity 
	

	
	



	2026 GEM REPORT ON ACCESS AND EQUITY
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	23 October 2026 at 8:30 – 12:30 at Domus Bibliotheca.
	

	Education for whom? Norwegian launch of the 2026 Global Education Monitoring Report. 
	



Agenda 
	Time
	Agenda item
	Speaker

	Master of ceremony: Gerd-Hanne Fosen, Education Policy Director, Norad, and Member of the Global Education Monitoring Report Advisory Board

	08:30-09:00
	Coffee and networking
	

	09:00-09:10
	Welcome and opening 
	Ragnhild Hennum, Rector/President, University of Oslo 
Stine Renate Håheim, State Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Gunn Jorid Roset, Director General, Norad 

	09:10 – 09:30
	Presentation of the Report 
Presentation of the 2026 GEM Report 
	Manos Antoninis, Director, GEM Report


	09:30 -10:15
	Part 1: Access and equity in primary and secondary education 

This session reflects on how the findings, analysis and recommendations concerning equitable participation and completion could inform policy and practice moving forward – in Norway and globally. What policy choices will determine whether universal access to education becomes a reality?
	Moderator: Astrid Marie Jorde Sandsør, Dean of Research, Professor at CREATE, Center for Equality in Education, University of Oslo 
Thomas Nordgård, Member of the Executive Board of Union of Education Norway  
Ragnhild Nordvik, Director of Education, Save the Children Norway 
Dan Banik, Professor of political science and Academic Director of Circle U, Centre for Global Sustainability, University of Oslo

Manos Antoninis, Director, GEM Report 
Dialogue with the audience

	10:15-11:00
	Part 2: Access and equity in higher education

This session explores equitable access to higher education, from affordability to displacement and conflict. Who gets the opportunity to pursue higher education in an increasingly unequal and conflict-ridden world? What needs to change to make higher education more equitable?
	Moderator: Nicole Becerra Vivanco, Vice President SAIH (The Norwegian Students and Academics International Assistance Fund)
Peter Maassen, Professor, UiO/Department of Education – Higher Education Leadership, Governance and Academic Development  
Jihad Ammar Al-Mahdi, Student leader, University of Oslo Student Parliament, Head of International Section
Svein Stølen, Professor, Global University Academy, Centre for Global Sustainability, University of Oslo 
Asmaa N J Abusamra, Assistant Professor in educational leadership in higher education and Researcher at Østfold University College through Scholars at Risk
Manos Antoninis, Director, GEM Report

	11:00 – 11:30
	Networking coffee/tea/light lunch
	

	11:30 - 12:00
	Part 3: Measurement: How do we measure progress in education? 
This session explores how changing data landscapes are reshaping the way we understand educational progress. It will reflect on how lessons from data can inform education reforms and discuss the challenges of tracking trends over time. And: are we measuring what matters? 
	Short presentation by Manos Antoninis, Director, GEM Report 

Björn Andersson, Centre for Educational Measurement (CEMO), University of Oslo 

Thom Jambak, Vice President, Union of Education Norway

Sophia Alexandrina Kousiakis, 
Senior Adviser - HISP-Centre, University of Oslo


	12:00 – 12:30
	Part 4: Looking to the future 
If we were designing the next generation of education goals today, what would we include on the agenda - and why?

	
Dan Banik, Professor of political science and Academic Director of Circle U, Centre for Global Sustainability, University of Oslo

Manos Antoninis, Director, GEM Report


	12:30
	Closing remarks 
	



Logistical details
· Venue: Scene Domus Bibliotheca
· Registration and Online participation: Global Education Monitoring Report Launch 2026 - University of Oslo


Background
Four years from the deadline of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the 2026 GEM Report | Global Education Monitoring Report takes stock of progress and constraints related to access and equity in education. 
The 2026 GEM Report identifies countries that have improved faster than peers – but also countries that appear not to have done as well – in terms of participation in pre-primary, primary and secondary, and post-secondary education, including by reducing disparity by sex, location, wealth and disability. 
It then examines the education and non-education factors associated with such performance through a representative sample of country case studies that span different geographic and country-income contexts. A closer examination tends to corroborate the official statistics but also reveals alternative interpretations, offering an entry point to propose ways in which monitoring can be improved in the coming years.
The 2026 GEM Report is the first in the three‑part Countdown to 2030 series designed to take stock of education progress in access and equity (2026), quality and learning (2027) and relevance (2028/9). Together, these three editions will help frame the debate on the post‑2030 education agenda. 

Launch seminar in Norway
The GEM Report, the Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation and the University of Oslo together with the Norwegian Global Campaign for Education, the Union of Education Norway, the Ministry of Education and Research, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and the Norwegian National Commission for UNESCO, are organizing a launch of the 2026 GEM Report in on 23 October 2026. The national launch will provide an opportunity to reflect on the report’s findings through a Norwegian and international lens. Bringing together government representatives, researchers, civil society, youth and international partners, the event will examine how questions of access and equity are evolving across education levels and how progress should be measured in a changing world.
Special attention will be given to three themes that emerge strongly from the report: ensuring equitable participation in primary and secondary education; expanding fair access to higher education in contexts of demographic change and displacement; and strengthening measurement systems to better capture educational progress and inequality.
The event will conclude by asking a forward-looking question: How should we define educational progress after 2030. 
Relevant resources:
· 2026 GEM Report on access and equity
· 2026 GEM Report summary
· 2026 Executive summary
· Social media pack 
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	  unesco.org/gem-report
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